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WHEREAS, it is important for state-owned and state-operated facilities to work with
local governments and private neighbors to coordinate activities in such a manner that
they may have an overall positive impact in the community of which they are a part.
–Governor Beverly Perdue, Executive Order 99, July 27, 2011
Compatibility
The recital cited above appears in the Governor’s Executive Order 99, “Ports and Local
Economy Compatibility.” Such a recital hardly seems necessary; government exists only to benefit
its people. Just in case government employees forget that duty, it is in the State Constitution.
Certainly they are familiar with that.
However, the Governor found that the North Carolina State Ports Authority needed to be
reminded that it is indeed an agency of the State government, and that it had certain duties to the
people of the State, more so than to the Asian shipping lines.
The said State agency, insulated from accountability and indifferent to the needs and wishes
of its host communities, had moved ahead, to the extent of $44 million, in planning a massive
container terminal on the scale of Port Elizabeth/Port Newark, New Jersey, for one of the last
relatively unmolested river mouths on the East Coast. The incompatibility of a malodorous
megaport and related industrial activity with the quality of life and the fragile coastal environment of
the Cape Fear does not require a great deal of vision.
In order to put a clearer picture in the minds of myopic management, all six of the
communities that the port would affect adopted resolutions of opposition. All cited negative impacts
on the quality of life and the coastal environment on which the local economies depend. The US
Congressman for the District opposed the project for the same reasons (among others), calling the
Cape Fear River a treasure enjoyed by sportsmen and environmentalists alike.
The Governor’s executive order did not, however, focus on such elusive concepts as quality
of life and grandeur of the environment. Her theme is economics: the impacts of port activities
incompatible with local economies dependent on that quality of life and environmental appeal.
Indeed, tourism and recreation are primary economic drivers of the State and local economies.
North Carolina is the sixth most visited state in the United States. Tourists brought $17
billion to the State in 2010. Brunswick County, the ninth most popular of the State’s 100 counties,
received $395 million of that. Yet the State Ports Authority, which serves only 20% of the State’s
international commerce and bleeds millions every year, proposes to put that at risk.
Why don’t the Ports Authority and its master, the Department of Transportation, honor the
Governor’s order and their duty to the people, shut the project down, and stop wasting State funds?
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